National Canners Association 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Information 
Letter 


Membership Letter No. 19. June 23, 1923. 


Conference with Bureau of Chemistry. 


The special committee authorized by the Conference Committee of 
the National Wholesale Grocers Association and the National Canners Assacia- 
tion met in Washington on Monday, June 16th. The personnel of this committee, 


representing the canners, was: R. F. Clark, Chairman; James Moore; Richard 
Dickinson; and L. A. Sears. 


The wholesale grogers were represented by President J. V. Herscher; 
Arthur P. Williams, Chairman of the Conference Committee of the National 
Wholesale Grocers Association; and M. L. Toulme, Secretary; and others. 


A hearing was accorded this special committee by Mr. W.G.Campbell, 
Acting Chief of the Bureau of Chemistry, and the full question of the return 
of spoiled canned foods was discussed. The committee was unanimous in the 
request for rescinding the regulatory announcement and gave numerous reasons 
which would justify this action. Mr. Campbell explained that this was im- 
possible as the matter had been taken up by state and city food officials as 
well as the Bureau of Chemistry, that the work was interwoven in a general 
effort to stop the practice. Mr. Campbell recognized the merits of the many 
arguments which were presented to him by the committee. 


The matter of a tolerance to be allowed in canned foods which would 
be considered commercially perfect delivery was fully discussed with the 
Bureau of Chemistry, but no definite action was taken. 


After the hearing the members of the committees held another ses- 
sion, and the general subject of making some proper method of adjustment was 
discussed. The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 


"We recommend that tolerances be established in typical groups 
which shall represent the maximum amount of spoilage allowed in commercially 
perfect canned foods deliveries. These tolerances to be based on experience 
tables to be prepared by the committees of the two associations. That the 
canner guarantee all losses if the losses exceed the tolerances. 

"Or in lieu of said tolerances a suitable amount be allowed by the 
canner to cover all claims for spoiled canned foods. 

"That the buyer and seller agree upon either of the two options. 

"That August first be recognized as the date of expiration of 
spoiled foods guarantees. 

“That the secretaries of the two associations be requested to collect 
911 available data for the use of the two committees which will meet about the 


middle of July, 1923, on such exact date as the Presidents of the two assoc!ations 
shall agree." 
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It will be necessary for the committee representing the National 
Canners Association to have all possible information from the industry so thet 
proper tolerances can be agreed upon, and a special enquiry is being addressed 
to the members of the Association on thie subject. 


Refilling of Catcup Bottles or Other Containers 
ane Bear Original Labels. 


Our attention has been called to the infringement of laws regarding 
the use df original containers bearing manufacturers’ labels. This came about 
through a compleint filed against one of our members on the quality of their 
catsup. Investigation developed that this catsup was in the hands of a party 
operating a line of cheap restaurants and that he had bought up the empty cat- 
sup bottles bearing the label of the well-known packer of this product and was 
re-filling the bottles from a very cheap grade of barreled catsup which he had 
pur che sed from another manufacturer. We took this matter up with our counsel 
who advised that canners should vigorously proceed against any persons engag- 
ing in practices of this sort. Any publicity that would result would be good 
for the canning industry rather than otherwise because it would show that the 
canners are alert to protect the public from deception. 


Section 879 of the Code of Law of the District of Columbia is as 
follows: 


"Sec. 879. Forging or Imitating Labels, and so forth-Whoever will- 
fully forges or counterfeits or mekes use of any imitation calculated to de- 
ceive the public, though with colorable difference or deviation therefrom, 
of the private brand, wrapper, label, trade-mark, bottle, or package usually 
affixed or used by any person to or with the goods, wares, merchandise, pre- 
paration, or mixture of such person, with the intent to pass off any work, goods, 
manufacture, compound, preparation, or mixture as the manufacture or produc- 
tion of such person which is not really such, shall be fined not more than five 
hundred dollars or imprisonment not more than one year, or both." 


No doubt there are similar statutes in all States. 


United States Navy in the Market for Canned Fruits. 


Bids on 780, 000 pounds of canned prunes, under Schedule No. 969, and 
790,000 pounds of canned peaches, under Schedule No. 960, will be opened at 
the Navy Department at 10 a. m., July 17, 1923. 


Canners interested should communicete with the Burem of Supplies and 


Accounts, Navy Department, Washington, D. C., and request blanks for bids on the 
respective schedules above mentioned. 


Demand for Association Literature. 


A member of the office force recently called on a number of repre- 
sentative women's magazines and explained to the editors the work the Asso- 
ciation is doing to increase consumer confidence end demand for canned foods. 


He met with unusual interest on the part of the editors in the pro- 
gress the industry has made and in every instance was requested to forward the 


Association literature. This work will be followed to a conclusion as rapidly 
ats possible. 
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Work of N.C-A- Officially Endorsed. 


The following statement, made by a prominent State food commisdoner 
in a recent address, should be most gratifying to our members. 


a “Here is another and nuch more commendable instance of the fruits 
of publicity. By cooperation, the National Canners Association has revolu- 
tionized the canning industry. By the expenditure of large sums of money and 
the exercise of scientific skill in reaching the public through verious inter- 
esting publications, this association has absolutely eliminated the odium ss 
ciated with the industry a quarter of a century ago. The members of the 4880 
ciation raised the quality of their products to the right standard and then 
proved the truth of their statement by the superior quality of their goods." 


Another Clean Bill for Canned Foods. 


Quite an extensive outbreak of illness recently occurred among high 
school students who were attending a banquet in Washington. Over two hundred 
of the students were taken ill soon after the banquet, and as canned peas were 
one of the foods consumed at the dinner, they were included in the foods sus- 
pected. The matter vas promptly followed up through the local Health Depart- 
ment, as d remit of which, responsibility was definitely fixed on creamed 
chicken, which had been carelessly handled in the course of preparation. For- 
tunately, all the students recovered within a short time. 


Reissue of Bulletin No. 2. 


In 1914 Dr. Bigelow was invited to discuss the subject of Swells 
and Springers at the annual meeting of the Association of State and National 
Dairy and Food Departments. The address he gave on that occasion was subse- 
quently published as Bulletin No. 2 of the Research Laboratory, and there has 
been a constant demand for that bulletin from the first. 


The bulletin has recently been revised to bring it into keeping 
with changes of technology and is now being printed as Circular No. 6-L of the 
Reseerch Laboratory. This publication explains the various causes of springers 
and points out in deteil the difference between springers and swells due to 
— It will be brought to the especial attention of health and food 
0 alse 
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